[image: image1.jpg]B_APPERS ASS
xOQJPﬁ . = N

"Fur - A Natural Renev;able Resource"





Spring Directors’ Meeting on April 11, 2010

CALL TO ORDER  President, Craig Sweet, called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M. at the Iowa State Tree Nursery, Ames, IA.
The Directors then broke out into their Quadrant sections until 10:22 A.M. 

ROLL CALL
Answered by 3 Officers; 13 Directors; 2 Proxies; 5 Directors at Large; NTA Director, George Scalf; FTA Director, Gene Purdy; TIP Director, Jeff Kempf, DNR Representative, Ron Andrews; Legislative Representative Lyndon Sutcliffe arrived late.

Visitors included:  Scott Nibe, Ron and Margaret Squier, Bruce                              Hutton, Judy Sells, Ed Grillot and Ken Smith.
Craig Sweet presented the MIRROR OF HEALTH AWARD to Joe Aeschilman as he is recovering from having a couple stints put in.
NEW DIRECTORS –NONE

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Cross out the 2010 NTA Convention.  Discuss the upcoming elections for President and Treasurer in September.  
      MOTION to accept the Agenda by Tom Walters


2nd by George Scalf

      MOTION CARRIED

MINUTES – Secretary & Executive Council


No Executive Council Meeting was necessary


Secretary stated minor grammar changes and a few name spellings corrected.

      MOTION to accept the Minutes by Jeff Kempf


2nd by Gene Purdy

      MOTION CARRIED






1
SECRETARY REPORT


Present membership count is 1364.  There were quite a few new memberships and renewals received from the FBU banquet.  We also received a few new memberships and several renewals at the Pheasant Fest and also received four new and renewals at the UNI-Dome as well.  

TREASURER REPORT-No report as Chris Grillot has been ill.  Nothing major has transpired since the last quarterly report.

CORRESPONDENCE


Tom Walters has been contacted by the Miss Iowa people regarding the Fur Coat.  He brought the coat for showing today.


Chris Grillot received the following:

1. FFA is having their Outdoor Recreation Proficiency Award this Friday, April 16, 2010.  Craig is planning on being the presenter.
2. Thank-you for our $100 donation to the Ronald McDonald House.

3. Thank-you from the New Hampshire Trappers Assoc for the Bobcat Print.
4. Thank-you from the FBU for our donations to their Regional Conventions.

5. Thank-you from the NTA for our donation and membership donation of $1 per  member.
6. Thank-you from the Pheasants Forever for our support of the National Pheasant Fest in Des Moines.  They are looking forward to our participation at next year’s event, January 28-30, 2011 in Omaha, NE.

7. Donation request from University of Northern Iowa Panther Scholarship Club dinner on May 1, 2010.  Craig thought that we agreed to send them an unframed  Bobcat Print.  He will look into that matter.

Craig Sweet
1.  Received the credentials for the affiliates to the NTA Convention.  George Scalf and Bruce Hutton were the affiliates last year.  He will put their names in again for this year.
2.  Request from Gerald Schmitt wants to have a link on our website to Schmitt Enterprises and Montana Traps.
       MOTION to accept that request by Gene Purdy
2nd by Tex Adams

       MOTION CARRIED
3.  Request from Tracy Hutton.  She completed training and is now a 4H Shooting Club Wildlife Skills Instructor.  She is requesting $600 to purchase six GPS systems for the members to use.  She is willing to run a kid’s demo with the GPS systems at the Iowa Trappers Convention.  The organization is the Madison County 4 H Shooting Club.
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        MOTION to send $600 to the Madison County 4H Shooters Club to purchase six GPS units by Jeff Kempf.   It will be a good idea as an educational tool at the convention for the kids.

2nd by Spencer Hill.

       MOTION CARRIED.

Discussion:  There should be some kind of recognition on the GPS Systems regarding the  donation by the ITA. 

Spencer Hill – Thank-you from Brad Heidel regarding our participation at the Pheasant Fest.
DISTRICT DIRECTOR REPORTS

Spencer Hill – Thanks for underwriting the “Gun of the Year” at the KODA Banquet.  It brought in $1175.  At Pheasant Fest he was told that there was an outstanding bill from last years Legislative Breakfast and Craig Sweet has paid it out of his own pocket.  He is requesting that the ITA reimburse Craig.  
       MOTION to reimburse Craig Sweet $220 for the 2009 Legislative Breakfast outstanding bill by Spencer Hill.
2nd by Mike Sells

       MOTION CARRIED.

Dean Hoffman would like to have ITA Bumper Stickers available.  ITA – Fur A Natural Renewable Resource.  

Discussion led to many positive comments.  Dita Mallon will be contacted for an example and prices.  George Scalf will check with the NTA.  Jeff Kempf will contact the TIP officers regarding where they get theirs.   

Eric Rector is concerned about the situation regarding the coyotes dumped by the road side in Wright County (80 +).  There have not been any good leads.  The game warden states the only law broken at this point is littering.  He would like to see a reward offered to help get information.  Jeff Kempf states that TIP should be contacted to get involved.

The issue in this situation is the method of disposal.

Spencer Hill states that we should have ITA brochures on hand.  They took 500 to Pheasant Fest and had to get another printing before UNI-Dome.  We have a request from the DNR for brochures to give to them for classes.  
      MOTION to get 5000 ITA brochures printed and to keep a minimum of 500 on hand at all times by Tom Walters.  
2nd Jeff Kempf

      MOTION CARRIED

Discussion is to get prices for colored printing vs black and white printing from Chris Grillot.  The ITA logo should be used on the brochure verses the current Convention Patch.  George Scalf will check with the NTA about printing brochures for us.
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Cody Hutton stated that the Izaak Walton League is having the Outdoor Sportsman Expo on September 25 & 26th.  They are expecting 10,000 people.  It will be held at Water Works Park in Des Moines.  He wants to know if the ITA wants to be a sponsor of the Outdoor Expo.  The cost is $100 to help off set costs.  That issue will be discussed at New Business.   

On September 18 & 19, 2010, the Boy Scouts will celebrate being 100 years old. The event will be held at Water Works Park.     
The 300 Jim Buell coloring books are here for distribution.

Also, the 4 H Shooting Sports would like some fur cases for their demos.  They do have a Wildlife area and they have competitions.  Cody mentioned that the county needs to contact the ITA Director in their area and make known their needs.  

Gene Purdy received a request from the “Outdoor Class Room” in Cass County.   

      MOTION to give Gene Purdy decent pelts that are on hand for distribution to the Outdoor Class Room by Jeff Kempf.
2nd by Tom Walters

      MOTION CARRIED.

Discussion – Gene Purdy will furnish the Class Room with ITA information; NTA Handbooks, videos and brochures.  

George Scalf states that at our Fall Convention we should have a sign up at the booth asking trappers to commit to donate some fur to us.  

Another idea is to mention on the Convention Flyer to bring in furs to donate for educational purposes.

FTA REPORT-GENE PURDY

The Outdoor Channel has been a huge success.  The Governing Board will decide in June to continue the segments for next year or not.  It will depend on the donations collected.    

 FBU recently donated $500 to the Outdoor Channel Fund and FTA wants to know if the ITA is willing to make a donation similar to last year.  The FTA College is full and has a long waiting list. During the executive council meeting, Dave Hastings offered the idea of getting a trap donated by a Maine trapper and auctioning it off at the FTA National Rendezvous to help as a fund raiser to apply to the Maine Law Suit.  Louie Krumwiede expanded on that idea and suggested to solicit any traps and auction them off to help fight the legislative costs.  At last count, 30 days ago, 94 traps have been donated by 70 some trappers.  Tim Julien is working on a program for the FTA for fur donations to help generate income. 
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 FTA has a sustaining membership program which helps to generate funds.  That membership is $20 above and beyond the regular membership fee and then you would receive patch.  The FTA Sweepstakes tickets are being sent out in the mail. 
Tim Rose and Gene Purdy are receiving the FTA financial transactions directly from the bank for review and approval.  FTA is in excellent financial condition.  As a reminder, the FTA National Rendezvous is in Columbus, IN, June 10-12, 2010.
Gene’s question to the ITA Board is “Do they want to offer their support to the Outdoor Channel Fund as they did last year?”  The Board consensus was YES.
NTA REPORT-GEORGE SCALF
March 13 was the NW Leadership Conference.  John Daniel was presiding.  

Each attendee was presented with a Leadership Conference Booklet; an NTA Cares Booklet and an NTA Directors Handbook

Dave Linkhart from Ohio has been confirmed by the NTA as the new Director of National and International Affairs. 

Kraig Kaatz explained the meaning of NASC-National Association of Sportsmen Caucuses.  This organization has helped in several situations on trapping in the states where they are located.
The new coloring book costs $270 per 1,000.  

March 20, 2010 was the FBU Banquet and 225 meals were served.  They took in $26,261.51 in income.
March 27, 2010 was the National Turkey Banquet.  George won two guns.
The NTA SE Regional Convention was held in Calhoun, GA.  

Wayne Thom from Minnesota states that the penalty for poisoning ‘coon with fly bait could be up to $100,000 fine.
TIP REPORT-JEFF KEMPF
TIP had a booth at the Deer Classic and the Pheasant Fest. Jeff helped out at the Pheasant Fest.  Their meeting was April 10th; however, Jeff could not attend.  They are working on deer decoys. They have been getting trail camera’s out there to use.  They will have license holders again.  
The situation in the Wright County should be reported to TIP for their investigation.  

LUNCH BREAK
REAP- NO REPORT

LEGISLATIVE REPORT-LYNDON SUTCLIFFE
The road trapping bill HF 3129 did not make it out of sub-committee.  Another bill HF 2257 was under Public Safety and pertained to non-traditional trapping and hunting.  It got stopped as well.  SF 2370 bill pertains to the wildlife feeding. 
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 Lyndon sat in on a National Resources Committee meeting.  Ken Herring talked about the DNR concerns.  That bill did not pass which includes fee increases. The Legislative Breakfast was cancelled as the Legislature was trying to get their session completed.

Lyndon suggested that anytime you have an opportunity to meet and greet the politicians in your area to do so while they are running for office.  Wear your ITA shirts and have coffee or pizza with them.  Let them know your concerns.  Once they get elected, their schedules get full.  

FUR COAT-TOM WALTERS

The coat is here to review and is a dyed black sheared beaver.  This is the 13th year of ITA presenting a coat to Miss Iowa.  The cost was $2295.00.  $500 was donated by the Groenewold Fur and Wool Company.  
Miss Iowa will give ITA two appearances if her schedule will allow.  She did appear with the ITA at the Pheasant Fest in Des Moines.  
DNR REPORT-RON ANDREWS


Ron states his RETIREMENT will take place on June 25, 2010, after 44 years in service with the DNR.  He gave a “walk down memory lane” with a history of events that have taken place which concerned the trapping arena.  He gave a Thank-you to the Iowa Trappers for placing him in their Hall of Fame.  Remember to vote YES for the Sustainable Funding on the ballot in November.  Ron Andrews is the author of a book, Red Fox.  A round of applause was given by all.
Randy Mitchell suggests that the ITA send a letter to the DNR regarding our appreciation of Ron Andrews and how important his position is within the state and they should seriously consider filling his position as soon as possible.   A letter should be sent to the Commissioners as well.

MOTION to send a letter of appreciation to the DNR and the Commissioners and emphasize what a great liaison Ron Andrews represented as the Furbearer Resources Biologist by Randy Mitchell.

2nd by Tom Walters

MOTION CARRIED

Mike Sells points out that it is very important to keep Ron Andrews in our circle with all his credentials.  

The ITA Board of Members is willing to create another position as the Director of DNR Representative to the DNR 

3 to 4 Directors will write their own ideas and Craig will set up a Committee to write and review to make one letter.  Randy Mitchell, Mike Sells, and Tom Walters and Craig Sweet were selected as writers.
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      MOTION to send a flower (appropriate plant) and card to Ron Andrews at his retirement by Gene Purdy.
2nd by Jeff Kempf

      MOTION CARRIED.

      MOTION to present Ron Andrews, after his retirement, a framed Bobcat Print with a gold plate with our Thanks for all his years of service by Randy Mitchell.

2nd by Tom Walters

      MOTION CARRIED  
The print is to be presented at the Fall Convention.   We should all pick up some small yellow tablets to give to him as well.  
ELECTIONS
This year the positions of President and Treasurer are up for election.  

Dwayne Kay nominated Craig Sweet for President

Craig will accept the nomination.

Chris Grillot is willing to run for Treasurer again.

Tom Walters nominated Chris Grillot as Treasurer. 

Nominations will remain open until the September General Membership Meeting.
2010 FALL CONVENTION-SE
Craig has already been contacted by some vendors.  He will send out a letter to the other vendors that normally attend.  He has not been down to the grounds as yet.  The Directors will get together and review the grounds as soon as possible.  The motel and hotel accommodations are very limited.  Washington and Oskaloosa have more rooms and each city is equally 25 miles from Sigourney.
2011 FALL CONVENTION-SW
The committee is looking for sites in Clarinda, Winterset, and Jefferson.

OLD BUSINESS
Bruce Hutton is organizing a Fur Auction.  First thing – Seller Chairman. He needs someone to volunteer to take the phone calls and register the sellers and issue them seller numbers.  Eric Rector will volunteer.  Next is the auction.   

He continued to go through all the necessary items in great detail with explanations of what we would need to know to have this auction.
Possible Sale Dates are available on Dec 4th; January 8, 2011, or January 15, 2011.

Please contact Bruce Hutton if anyone wants to volunteer at the auction.

      MOTON to have the ITA Fur Auction on January 8, 2011 in Boone if the building is available by Cody Hutton.

2nd by Ken Smith

     MOTION CARRIED by count of hands
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     AMENDED MOTION to have one sale in Boone either on January 8th or the 15, 2011.

      MOTION CARRIED
      MOTION to change the date of the Fur Auction to the available date in January or February, 2011.

Vote was a hand count

      MOTION CARRIED

OLD BUSINESS
Patty Kempf- Web Master
The meeting with our website instructor did not happen as he was involved in a very serious auto accident.  I talked to Dita Mallon and she is willing to take on the responsibility of our Website at her normal fee of $60 per hour.

      MOTION to hire Dita Mallon as our Web Master by Eric Rector.

2nd by Mike Sells

      MOTION CARRIED
Jeff Kempf stated that Dita is the one who is most familiar with the process and will do a good job for us. 

There was some discussion with other Directors to find another web master who would volunteer their services.  However, motion carried to hire Dita. 

Spencer Hill -  Hosting the 2012 NTA Convention

The Mason City Fairgrounds are available for August 7-12, 2012.

The ground prices will be comparable as before.  New ideas for income, 60/40 gate split; 20% of auction and any difference in camping fees; and some new way of accounting for the monies being brought in.  

      MOTION to put in a bid to host the 2012 NTA Convention based on the success of negotiating the contract terms by Mike Sells.

2nd Ken Smith

      MOTION CARRIED
Lyndon Sutcliffe-asked about talking to the Legislature to introduce a bill to lower the fee for out of state fur buyers/sellers. 
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NEW BUSINESS
Craig Sweet- Iowa Water and Land Legacy have asked for a donation for their campaign towards the sustainable funding ballot in November.  If we do before April 15, National Pheasant will match our donation.

After some discussion, there is no interest.

Cody Hutton- requested $100 sponsorship fee for the Izaak Walton Leagues Outdoor Expo.
      MOTION to donate $100 for sponsorship to the Outdoor Expo by Jeff  Kempf.

2nd by Spencer Hill.

      MOTION CARRIED

Minutes Review Committee-Mike Sells, Tom Walters, Eric Rector

Next Meeting set for June 27th in Sigourney at Convention site.  

Dwayne Kay states that he is comfortable with the decision of the convention committee and does not think it is necessary to travel to the convention site in June.

      MOTION to have the June meeting in Ames by Dwayne Kay.

2nd by Tex Adams

      MOTION CARRIED by show of hands count
Discussion includes statements regarding the time involved and then most of the Directors did not even show up at the fairgrounds to view the site in 2007.
      MOTION to forget about having the summer meeting at the convention site until otherwise stated by Jeff Kempf

2nd by Gene Purdy

      MOTION CARRIED
      MOTION to ADJOURN by George Scalf

2nd by Tom Walters

      MOTION CARRIED
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